
Basketball Overboard! 

In an article naming [Larry] Ellison as a possible suitor for the Los Angeles Clippers, the Wall 
Street Journal dropped the following tidbit about the tech tycoon’s recreational habits: 

 

Yes. Larry Ellison is so rich, he has someone retrieve his 
basketballs when he loses them off his yacht. But is that 
really a sound business decision?  

 

My question is this: How many basketballs would he have to 
retrieve to make this worthwhile? 

Problem Solving Framework 

Define the Problem 
What is the problem about? What is it asking you to do?  
 

 
 
 
 

http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702303948104579533803479868092


Analyze the Problem 
What do you know from the problem 
scenario or lessons that can help solve the 
problem? 

 
 

What concepts or information do you need to 
know in order to solve the problem? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Brainstorm Strategies for Solving the Problem 
What strategies might you use to solve the problem? How will you start the problem?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your work 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


